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For immediate release

Funeral Home Helps Grieving Students

<<(TOWN, Province)—Date, Year>>—When grief comes to school, <<insert funeral home name here>> can help.  The funeral home will work with educators to address bereavement issues in the classroom.

“We are pleased to provide educators with a special resource that addresses bereavement issues,” said <<insert spokesperson’s full name and title here.>>  “This resource provides age-specific information and strategies for supporting students have suffered a loss.”

Loss, Grief and Growth is a comprehensive resource that offers information about how children grieve at different stages from Junior Kindergarten through to Grade 12.  

Teachers, principals and educators using the resource will learn:

· The difference between loss, grieving and bereavement

· How children express their grief depending on their age

· How to identify “red flags” in a grieving child’s behaviour

· How to respond to a death

· Targeted guidelines for supporting children in specific age groups

· Tasks, activities and “teachable moments” to help children understand loss, grief and how to support each other

· Resources (books, websites, etc.) for further study and reference
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“As much as we want to protect children from grief, it’s simply not possible,” noted <<insert spokesperson’s surname here.>>  Children may experience loss and grief due to a move, serious injury or illness, divorce, or the death of a pet, family member, friend, classmate or teacher.  Loss, Grief and Growth can help teachers support students undergoing bereavement.”

<<ADAPT THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH TO SUIT YOUR SPECIFIC FUNERAL HOME>>

<<Insert funeral home here>> can assist educators.  Licensed funeral directors will review the resource with teachers, principals and guidance counselors.  They will arrange teacher workshops to discuss bereavement issues.  The funeral home can also arrange student tours.

“We want educators to call on us as a professional bereavement resource for teachers and students,” said <<insert spokesperson’s surname here.>>  Just as teachers are available to students before, during and after a crisis, we are a community resource that remains long after the ‘grief counselors’ have left the school.”

Funeral directors and educators partnered to develop Loss, Grief and Growth.  The resource is available through <<insert funeral home name here>> and the Curriculum Services Canada website (www.curriculum.org.)

<<Insert funeral home name here>> has served the <<insert town/region name here>> since <<insert inception date here.>>  <<Insert an interesting fact, or the mission statement here.>>
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For more information, contact:

INSERT CONTACT NAME(S), PHONE AND EMAIL INFORMATION HERE.   IMPORTANT: ENSURE MEDIA CONTACT(S) WILL BE AVAILABLE TO RECEIVE QUERIES THE DAY OF THE NEWS RELEASE AND THE FOLLOWING DAY.

